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Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration (NRADR) Basics


Chris Cline, US Fish and Wildlife Service Utah Field Office, gave a brief overview of natural resource damage assessments and natural resource damage restoration in the context of CERCLA remediation.    The objective of natural resource damage restoration is to return an area in which natural resources have been injured to a functional system that supports the natural resources that were originally at the site.    The extent and nature of any restoration efforts are very site-specific; there is great opportunity for creativity when all affected parties work together to leverage each others’ efforts.

Silver Creek Remediation / Restoration Vision
Each organization represented at the meeting described their vision for the future “end state” of the portion of Silver Creek beginning at Prospector and ending at Richardson Flats.  While there was some discussion of remediation / restoration needs downstream of Richardson Flats, this meeting focused on Silver Creek to Richardson Flats.  Discussion of stream segments further downstream should probably involve additional stakeholders, which might include Summit County, the sewer company, and a half dozen or so additional property owners.
All meeting participants agreed that a restored Silver Creek (from Prospector to Richardson Flats) would include the following components:

· Open space

· Natural habitat, including ponds for migratory birds

· Natural wetlands along the trail

· Outdoor recreation in all seasons, including walking

· Rail trail

· Adequate water quantity and water rights

· Maintenance of beneficial uses

· Compliance with applicable rules and regulations, within reason

· Legal and management mechanisms to maintain the area in its restored condition
Potential Challenges to Reaching the Vision

Each organization represented at the meeting briefly described how their anticipated remediation / restoration activities fit with the group vision for this stream segment, and identified potential challenges they face in working toward the vision.  What follows is an unordered listing of the potential challenges that were identified during this discussion:

· All parties face financial limitations.

· All parties will benefit from an affordable and proximate tailings disposal area.

· Additional acreage would be beneficial to provide adequate retention time for the Prospector outfall bioremediation pilot.
· There is a question whether adequate data has been collected to identify all sources of contaminant loading to this stream segment.

· Landowners may not be able to control groundwater contamination that is flowing from adjacent properties.

· Stream classification as a cold water fishery and future TMDLs for this stream segment based on that stream classification may prove unachievable.

· Some regulatory requirements, such as the applicable TMDL and Phase II stormwater effluent limits, are as yet unknown.

Agreement to Work Together to Achieve Vision for Silver Creek
Each organization that has land ownership or regulatory control in the segment of Silver Creek beginning at Prospector and ending at Richardson Flats agreed in principle to enter into a non-binding Letter of Intent to work collaboratively to restore natural resource damages on this stream segment in accordance with the group vision developed in this meeting.   
Facilitator Michele Straube will develop a draft Letter of Intent and circulate it among the six organizations for revision and ultimate signature.    The following individuals will be the contact person for their organization in the Letter of Intent drafting and signature process:

· Park City – Tom Bakaly

· UPMC – Kerry Gee

· BLM – Tim Ingwell

· EPA – Peggy Churchill

· DEQ – John Whitehead

· USFWS – Chris Cline

BLM will share the draft report documenting the hydrological model for Silver Maple Claims with the stakeholder group as soon as it is available.  The group agreed to provide any comments to BLM on a quick-turnaround basis, so that BLM can address the comments and make any necessary changes to the report without having to the extend the contract period, if at all possible. 

This group will report back to the full stakeholders group at  its next regularly scheduled meeting.  The meeting adjourned around 2 pm.
